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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 4548 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, IZ 

SUBJ: IRAQI UNEASE WITH SOVIET-CUBAN OPERATIONS IN HORN 
OF AFRICA 

REF: A) STATE 116108, B) BAGHDAD 0980 

1 . DURING MEETING WITH FOREIGN MINISTER KHALATBARY ON OTHER 
SUBJECT AFTERNOON MAY 11,1 RAISED ISSUE OF IRAQI UNEASE WITH 
SOVIET-CUBAN OPERATIONS IN HORN OF AFRICA. I SAID THERE WERE 
INCREASING SIGNS THAT IRAQ CONTINUED TO SUPPORT ERITREAN 
SEPARATISTS AND WOULD RESENT SOVIET-CUBAN ACTION IN SUPPORT 
OF ETHIOPIAN EFFORT TO CRUSH ERITREA. 

2. IN RECITING THESE FACTS. I ASKED KHALATBARY IF HE HAD 

ANY THOUGHTS ABOUT STEPS WHICH MIGHT BE TAKEN TO ENCOURAGE 
IRAQ IN THIS DIRECTION. I WENT ON TO SAY THAT U.S. REPRESENTA- 
TIVES IN IRAQ HAD IMPRESSION THAT IRAN HAD CONSIDERABLE 
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INFLUENCE AND ENJOYED SIGNIFICANT RESPECT IN BAGHDAD. 

3. KHALATBARY ADDRESSED HIMSELF FIRST TO MATTER OF IRAQI 
RESPECT FOR IRAN. HE AGREED THAT CURRENTLY IRAQ SEEMED 
TO RESPECT IRAN 'BECAUSE WE ARE STRONG". ON THE BASIS OF 
PAST EXPERIENCE, HOWEVER, HE FELT SURE THAT IRAQ 'WOULD FALL 
ON US LIKE A JACKAL" IF THERE WERE ANY INTERNAL WEAKNESS 
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HERE. 

4. HAVING DISPOSED OF THIS POINT, KHALATBARY THEN TURNED 
TO IRAQI PERCEPTIONS OF THE HORN OF AFRICA. HE SAID HE 

HAD DISCUSSED THIS AT SOME LENGTH WITH SADDAM HUSSEIN DURING 
HIS RECENT TRIP TO BAGHDAD. HE AGREED THAT IRAQ WOULD RESENT 
SOVIET-CUB AN ACTION AIMED AT "SUBMISSION " OF ERITREA. HOWEVER, 

HE QUESTIONED WHETHER IRAQ WOULD TAKE ANY STRONG STAND AGAINST 
IT. SADDAM HUSSEIN HAD SAID, IN THIS CONNECTION, THAT IRAQ 
WAS "ON A TIGHTROPE, WHICH HAD BEEN GREASED, AND WAS SUSPENDED 
ABOVE OF RIVER FILLED WITH SHARKS". KHALATBARY OPINED THAT, IF 
BAGHDAD VIEWED ITSELF IN THIS POSITION, IT WAS UNLIKELY TO ENGAGE 
IN ANY FORCEFUL MANEUVERS. 

5. HE SAID HE WOULD NEVERTHELESS CONSIDER WAYS IN WHICH 
IRAN MIGHT HELP STEEL IRAQI RESISTANCE TO FURTHER SOVIET-CUBAN 
EFFORTS IN THE HORN, AND, AT VERY LEAST, LIMIT THE USE OF IRAQ 
AIR SPACE AND LANDING FACILITIES IN SUPPORT OF SOVIET LOGISTICS 
EFFORT. 

SULLIVAN 
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